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1
MULTI-TOUCH INTERFACE FOR VISUAL
ANALYTICS

BACKGROUND

The present application relates to software and more spe-
cifically to user interface designs and methods for facilitating
manipulating information visualizations, such as tables,
charts, graphs, tree diagrams, and so on.

A visualization may be any visual depiction or graphical
arrangement of data and/or calculations based on data. Visu-
alizations that include calculation results or measurements
are called analytics herein. Visualizations are employed in
various demanding applications, including business, science,
and economics, for facilitating analyzing data and accompa-
nying calculations to perform financial analysis, scientific
inquiry, market forecasts, and so on. Such applications
demand efficient mechanisms for enabling users to manipu-
late visualizations without losing focus on the visualization or
analysis being performed.

Efficient mechanisms for manipulating visualizations are
particularly important in analytic software employed by
enterprises, where effective analysis of data can affect corpo-
rate profitability, goal attainment, and so on. Such analytic
software may use data from business operations to enhance
awareness and improve decision making. Organizations that
successfully leverage their data assets for decision-making
may gain a competitive advantage.

Conventionally, analytics software used to present visual-
izations employs various menu items, buttons, and other
Graphical User Interface (GUI) controls to facilitate selecting
underlying data, performing calculations or operations on
underlying data, and for manipulating visualizations.
Example visualization manipulations include pivoting,
zooming, filtering of data, drilling into data (i.e., illustrating
more detail), adding or removing dimensions and measures
from a visualization, and so on. However, use of separate
menus, buttons, and so on, may distract a user from the
analytic, which may complicate analysis.

Alternatively, certain mechanisms for manipulating visu-
alizations are embedded in the visualization itself. However,
such mechanisms remain relatively inefficient and incom-
plete, and they may still require users to navigate complicated
menus to select desired options. Such inefficiencies may fur-
ther inhibit adoption of analytic software among enterprises.

SUMMARY

An example method for facilitating adjusting a displayed
representation of a visualization, such as a table, diagram,
graph, or other analytic, includes employing a touch-sensitive
display to present a user interface display screen depicting a
first visualization; and providing a first user option to apply
touch input to a region of the user interface display screen
coinciding with a portion of the first visualization to facilitate
affecting an arrangement of data displayed via the first visu-
alization, wherein the touch input includes a multi-touch
gesture.

In a more specific embodiment, the multi-touch gesture
includes a rotation gesture, and the method further includes
displaying a visual indication, via a second visualization, of a
change to be applied to the first visualization as a user per-
forms the rotation gesture, and updating or changing the
second visualization as a user continues perform the rotation
gesture. The method further includes implementing a change
in the first visualization upon completion of the rotation ges-
ture, where the change in the first visualization corresponds to
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2

a change illustrated via the second visualization. In the spe-
cific example embodiment, the first visualization includes a
table, and the second visualization illustrates one or more
options for changing an arrangement of columns or rows of
the first visualization, i.e., an option to apply a pivot opera-
tion, to the table as indicated by the second visualization.

In an illustrative embodiment, the example method further
includes providing a first user option to employ a pinch ges-
ture to implement a drilling operation on data represented via
the first visualization. The first user option includes an option
to employ a pinch together gesture, also called a pinch close
gesture, to implement a logical zoom out of data represented
via the first visualization in response to the pinch gesture. A
pinch apart gesture, also called a pinch open gesture, is used
to implement a logical zoom 1in, i.e., a drilling operation on
data presented via the first visualization.

The touch input may further include a first sequence of
gestures for implementing a filtering operation on data dis-
played via the first visualization. An example sequence of
gestures includes a press and drag gesture, also simply called
a drag gesture, that is adapted to cause selection of a portion
of'the first visualization; a press and hold gesture applied to a
selected portion of the first visualization, resulting in display
of'a user interface control in response thereto; followed by a
tap gesture to select the user interface control that appears in
response to the press and hold gesture, thereby resulting in
filtering of the first visualization. An example filtering opera-
tion includes removal of a portion of the first visualization
that was selected via the dragging gesture.

The example method further includes providing a second
user option to add a dimension to the first visualization by
selecting a dimension from a list by pressing on a represen-
tation of the dimension and employing a press and drag ges-
ture to move the dimension into a position on the first visu-
alization. A third user option enables removal of a dimension
from a visualization by selecting a visual representation of a
dimension in or on the first visualization via a press gesture,
followed by a drag gesture, where the drag gesture terminates
at aregion of the user interface display screen that is off of the
displayed visualization.

Hence, certain embodiments discussed herein may provide
a suite or collection of touch input gestures, including multi-
touch gestures, which are mapped to visualization-specific
operations, such as pivoting, drilling, filtering, adding dimen-
sions, and removing dimensions from a visualization, such as
an analytic. Users may apply intuitive touch input to the
surface of a touch-sensitive display corresponding to a visu-
alization to manipulate the visualization, thereby obviating
the need to navigate complex Graphical User Interface (GUI)
menus that are separate from the visualization, and thereby
enabling a user to maintain focus on the visualization and
analysis being performed.

Accordingly, certain embodiments discussed herein may
obviate use of a cursor, mouse, and conventional GUI con-
trols for analytic manipulations, while providing enhanced
multi-touch interface functionality for visual analytics,
thereby improving usability of accompanying analytic appli-
cations and increasing user productivity. Substantial
enhancements to user experience relative to conventional
analytic applications may increase adoption rates of accom-
panying analytic software, thereby further enhancing enter-
prise productivity.

A further understanding of the nature and the advantages of
particular embodiments disclosed herein may be realized by
reference of the remaining portions of the specification and
the attached drawings.
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3
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example computing
environment and accompanying system for employing con-
text-sensitive touch gestures to control or manipulate visual-
izations via a touch-sensitive display.

FIG. 2A is a first example user interface display screen
illustrating a table visualization and a rotate-to-pivot gesture
initially being applied thereto.

FIG. 2B illustrates a second example user interface display
screen after a user has further rotated two fingers as part of the
rotate-to-pivot gesture began in FIG. 2A.

FIG. 2C illustrates a third example user interface display
screen after a user has further rotated two fingers as part of the
rotate-to-pivot gesture continued in FIG. 2B.

FIG. 2D illustrates a fourth example user interface display
screen after a user has further rotated two fingers as part of the
rotate-to-pivot gesture continued in FIG. 2C.

FIG. 3A illustrates a fifth example user interface display
screen after a user has selected a pivot option of FIG. 2A and
is initially applying a pinch apart gesture to implement drill-
ing operation (logical zoom) on a time dimension of a table
visualization.

FIG. 3B illustrates a sixth example user interface display
screen after a user has further separated their fingers as part of
the pinch apart gesture began in FIG. 3A.

FIG. 3Cillustrates a seventh example user interface display
screen after a user has further separated their fingers as part of
the pinch apart gesture continued in FIG. 3B.

FIG. 4A illustrates a ninth example user interface display
screen and a press and drag gesture being applied to a table
visualization to add a dimension thereto.

FIG. 4B illustrates a tenth example user interface display
screen after a user has further dragged a dimension into posi-
tion via the press and drag gesture began in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A illustrates an eleventh example user interface dis-
play screen after a user has begun selecting a region of a table
via a press and drag gesture.

FIG. 5B illustrates a twelfth example user interface display
screen after a user has finished selecting a region and has
implemented a press and hold gesture to trigger display of a
user interface control to facilitate filtering data in a table
based on the selection.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example method adapted for
use with the embodiments of FIGS. 1-5B.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of the present discussion, touch input may
be any input, such as input via a gesture, provided to a com-
puting device via a touch-sensitive display. A touch-sensitive
display, also called atouch screen, may be any display mecha-
nism, including hardware, electronics, and underlying soft-
ware that includes a touch-sensitive surface that is responsive
to touch input from a user. A touch-sensitive display may be
touched with one or more fingers and/or other objects or
devices, such as a stylus.

Generally, a gesture may be any movement that involves
motion to trigger a signal to control or otherwise affect a user
interface display screen. A gesture may include motion across
a display, a tap at a predetermined position or any position of
the display, etc.

Specifically, a touch gesture may be any gesture used to
provide touch input to a touch-sensitive display, which may
then affect content presented via a user interface display
screen. Certain touch gestures may include touching the dis-
play and moving fingers or other devices in certain patterns
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4

across the display or across certain portions of the display to
trigger different user interface input signals.

A multi-touch gesture may be any gesture that involves
contacting a touch-sensitive display simultaneously at difter-
ent positions on the display. Multi-touch input may involve
use of multiple fingers applied to a surface of a touch-sensi-
tive display. Examples of multi-touch input include a two-
finger swiping motion, two-finger tap, two-finger tap and
hold, two finger rotate (also simply called a rotation gesture),
and so on.

For clarity, certain well-known components, such as hard
drives, processors, operating systems, power supplies, rout-
ers, Internet Service Providers (ISPs), and so on, have been
omitted from the figures. However, those skilled in the art
with access to the present teachings will know which com-
ponents to implement and how to implement them to meet the
needs of a given implementation.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example computing
environment and accompanying system 10 for employing
context-sensitive touch gestures to control or manipulate
visualizations via a touch-sensitive display 26. The example
system 10 includes a mobile computing device 12, such as a
smartphone, tablet, or other computer, in communication
with an Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) server system
14 via a network 16, such as the Internet. The ERP server 14
includes various databases 18, which store database objects
20

For the purposes of the present discussion, an object, such
as a data object, may be any grouping of or encapsulation of
data and/or functionality. Examples of objects include classes
or structures implemented via object-oriented programming
languages; tables, rows, or records of a database; and so on. A
representation of an object, i.e., a displayed object, may be
displayed via graphical depiction, such as a row, column, or
field of a table, a node of a tree diagram, a menu item, dialog
box, personnel icon, and so on. The graphical depiction of an
object may also be called an object, a displayed object, an
element, or a node.

A visualization that depicts data that includes calculation
results, such as metrics, is called an analytic. A metric may be
any measurement, parameter, or other indicator associated
with a person or thing. Examples of metrics include sales
performance scores or quota attainment numbers, versatility
measurements, and so on.

Server-side software 22, such as web services, Application
Programming Interfaces (APIs), and so on, may communi-
cate with the database objects 20 to selectively employ data
thereby, such as to facilitate implementation of various soft-
ware applications, which may include server-side and client-
side applications. Generally, server-side implementations
involve running applications on the ERP server 14 inresponse
to a request from a client, such as the mobile computing
device 12. The server-side application may then send data
and/or instructions back to the client device 12. In client-side
implementations, software may be downloaded to the mobile
computing device 12 and then executed locally on the device
12.

The example ERP server system 14 includes an adminis-
trator user interface 24, which may include hardware and
software functionality for enabling an administrator to make
changes to various components of the ERP server system 14,
such a settings, installed software, and so on.

The mobile computing device 12 represents an example
client device that communicates with server-side software 22.
Note that client devices other than mobile computing devices
may be employed without departing from the scope of the
present teachings.
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The mobile computing device 12 employs a touch screen
26 in communication with Graphical User Interface (GUI)
software 30, which is adapted to facilitate displaying one or
more visualizations 28, such as analytics, via the touch screen
26. The GUI software 28 may be any software application or
component, such as a spread sheet program, graphing soft-
ware, and so on, that is adapted to facilitate displaying graphi-
cal user interface features and/or data, such as graphs, menu
items, dialog boxes, and so on.

The example GUI software 30 includes a controller 32 in
communication with a visualization generator 34, a visual-
ization actions module 38, and a touch gesture mapping mod-
ule 36. The controller 30 includes computer code for coordi-
nating inputs and outputs to and from the modules 34-38 and
interfacing the GUI software 30 and accompanying modules
34-38 with the server-side software 22.

The visualization generator 34 includes computer code for
generating visualizations, such as tables, charts, graphs, and
so on. The visualization actions module 38 includes computer
code for implementing various visualization actions, also
called manipulations, which are applied to visualizations.
Example actions include pivoting, implementing logical
zoom in (i.e., drilling in), logical zooming out (i.e., drilling
out), filtering data, adding or removing dimensions, and so
on. The touch gesture mapping module 36 includes computer
code for activating functionality implemented via the visual-
ization actions module 38 in response to touch gestures that
are assigned to the actions. Hence, in general, the various GUI
modules 34-38 include computer code for implementing
functionality for adjusting how a visualization is displayed
via the touch screen 26, i.e., for manipulating a visualization,
such as by performing actions thereon.

An example of pivoting may include changing a perspec-
tive as to how data is displayed in a visualization, such as by
repositioning rows or columns in a table, i.e., visualization
edges, as discussed more fully below.

Zooming, also called logical zooming or drilling herein,
may involve changing a level at which data is summarized.
For example, switching from displaying data by region to
displaying data by county may represent a type of zooming or
drilling. Drilling may also involve simultaneous filtering and
changing a level at which data is summarized. For example,
drilling on North America may show data for each country in
North America, while omitting data for other countries. This
type of drilling is also simply called simultaneous drilling and
filtering or simultaneous filtering and drilling.

Filtering may involve limiting displayed data by selecting
what to include or selecting what to exclude from a visual-
ization. For example, limiting visualization to only show
North America region, or to show all regions but Asia, would
represent a type of filtering.

Adding or removing dimensions or measures may involve
adding or removing displayed facts about the data and per-
spectives. For example, adding a “region” dimension to a
visualization may cause the visualization to display data by
region, countries, provinces, and so on, as discussed more
fully below.

Example mappings between touch gestures and visualiza-
tion actions include rotate to pivot, pinch open or closed to
zoom in or out, and drag (also called press and drag) and tap
to simultaneously drill and filter. An example mapping
between a sequence of touch gestures and actions includes
drag, touch and hold (also called press and hold), followed by
tap being mapped to a filter operation, as discussed more fully
below.

In an example operative scenario, a user employs the
mobile computing device 12 to browse to a website hosted by
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the ERP server system 14, which provides access to the
server-side tree software 22 and accompanying database
objects 20. The controller 30 may facilitate downloading
database objects 20 from the ERP server system 14 and
server-side tree software 22 for use in constructing a visual-
ization 28 to be displayed via the touch screen 26.

In the present example operative scenario, the GUI soft-
ware 30 selectively downloads database objects 20 from the
ERP server system 18. The visualization generator 34 then
employs client-side visualization-generating computer code
to construct a visualization in accordance with instructions
included in the controller 30 and input from the touch screen
26.

The touch gesture mapping module 36 then monitors touch
input provided via the touch screen 26 via the controller 32
and determines which touch gesture has been applied to the
touch screen 26, where on the touch screen 26 the touch
gesture has been applied relative to a displayed visualization,
and then triggers an action or manipulation applied to the
visualization 28 based on which action the detected touch
gesture has been mapped to.

Note that while the example GUI software 30 is shown
included in the mobile computing device 12, implementa-
tions are not limited thereto. For example, the GUI software
30 may be incorporated into the server-side tree software 22
and run on the server 14 as a server-side application. The
server side application may be run server-side and viewed
client-side via a browser software running on the mobile
computing device 12.

FIG. 2A shows a first example user interface display screen
50 illustrating a table visualization 50 and a rotate-to-pivot
gesture, also simply called a rotation gesture, initially being
applied thereto via a first finger 58 (e.g., thumb) and a second
finger 60 (e.g., index finger).

For the purposes of the present discussion, a user interface
display screen may be any software-generated depiction pre-
sented on a display, such as the touch screen 26 of FIG. 1.
Examples of depictions include windows, dialog boxes, dis-
played tables, and any other graphical user interface features,
such as user interface controls, presented to a user via soft-
ware, such as a browser. User interface display screens may
include various graphical depictions, including visualiza-
tions, such as graphs, charts, diagrams, tables, and so on.

A rotation gesture may be any gesture applied to a touch
screen at two or more positions, such as by two or more
fingers, and includes moving two or more of the positions
along clockwise or counterclockwise arcs. For example, a
user may press two fingers to a touch screen and rotate their
wrist clockwise or counterclockwise to cause the fingers to
implement a rotation gesture.

The example table 50 includes rows 54 for income, spend-
ing, and net, and columns 52 for different years, which are
broken down by month. Cells of the table 50 illustrate various
graphs 56, which include depictions of income, spending, and
net for various years, as measured per month.

Inthe present example embodiment, a user presses the first
finger 58 and the second finger 60 on a touch-sensitive display
illustrating the visualization 50. For the purposes of the
present discussion, when a user presses on a region of a
display screen coinciding with a visualization, the user is said
to be pressing on the visualization.

Simultaneous pressing of the two fingers 58, 60 on the
visualization, i.e., table 50, causes a second visualization 62
to appear. The second visualization 62 represents an indicator
for illustrating various user options for changing the arrange-
ment of data in the table 50, i.e., for implementing a pivot
operation.
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Initially, the second visualization 62 illustrates the current
arrangement of rows 54 and columns 52 via an income-
spending-net indicator 64 and a year-over-month indicator
66. With reference to FIGS. 2A-2D, as a user implements a
rotation gesture, e.g., by rotating a wrist so that the two fingers
58, 60 move in an approximately circular motion across the
table 50, the second visualization 62 changes to reflect dif-
ferent pivot options. The different pivot options can be
applied to the table 50 to trigger rearrangement of data in
accordance with a displayed pivot option.

When a user releases the fingers 58, 60 from the table 50,
the pivot operation indicated by the second visualization 62 is
applied to the underlying table 50. Alternatively, pivot opera-
tions are applied to both the underlying table 50 and the
second visualization 62 as the user continues to perform the
rotation gesture.

For the purposes of the present discussion, a pivot opera-
tion may be any operation that includes exchanging positions
of two or more reference areas in a visualization. A reference
area may be a primary dimension, direction, node, or region
in a visualization that is used to orient data objects (e.g.,
values, labels, icons, etc.) in the visualization for layout and
viewing. For example, primary dimensions in a table can be
row, column; primary dimensions in a sunburst chart can be
concentric rings or levels; a primary node in a tree hierarchy
can be a node about which two or more leaf nodes are ori-
ented, etc.

For example, reference areas in a table may include rows,
columns, and/or row and column directions. Reference areas
in a sunburst visualization may include rings of the sunburst
visualization. In a chart or graph the reference areas may be
the horizontal and vertical axes. In a tree hierarchy, the refer-
ence areas may be defined by a node or axis about which the
node’s leaf nodes may be swapped or exchanged, and so on.

Hence, an example pivot operation applied to a table may
involve rearrangement or interchange of columns or rows of a
table. An example pivot operation applied to a sunburst visu-
alization may involve changing the order of, e.g., interchang-
ing, rings of the sunburst visualization. In a bar chart, the
pivoting may involve switching the horizontal and vertical
axis or switching the direction of the axis, and so on. In a tree
diagram, pivoting might involve rotating or flipping sub-trees
(branches) (called pivoting about a parent node); rotating or
flipping the whole tree about a vertical axis; arranging the
nodes based on a different hierarchal rule, and so on.

For the purposes of the present discussion, a user is said to
be implementing a rotate-to-pivot, i.e., using a rotation ges-
ture to trigger a pivot operation, to change an arrangement of
data displayed in a visualization, such as by repositioning
rows or columns in a table, i.e., visualization edges.

In summary, the rotate-to-pivot mapping may be activated
when a user places two or more fingers on the visualization
and moves them in a circular motion. Underlying software,
e.g., the GUI software 30 of FIG. 1, responds by cycling
through a preview 62 of possible layouts of visualization
edges. When a user lifts the fingers 58, 60 when the second
visualization 62 shows a user preferred layout, the visualiza-
tion edges, e.g., rows 54 and columns 52, get repositioned
accordingly, and visualization is re-rendered to show the
arrangement illustrated in the second visualization 62.

Conventionally, a user triggers a pivot operations by defin-
ing rows and columns in a dialog box, or by dragging and
dropping rows and columns between edges of a visualization.
Embodiments discussed herein instead enable users to
quickly cycle through multitude of possible layouts without
either losing focus on the visualization or re-rendering the
visualization each time a pivot option is viewed.
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FIG. 2B illustrates a second example user interface display
screen 70 after a user has further rotated two fingers 58, 60 as
part of the rotate-to-pivot gesture began in FIG. 2A. In FIG.
2B, an updated second visualization 72 is displayed in
response to continuation of the rotation gesture.

The updated second visualization 72 includes a row indi-
cator 74 and a column indicator 76 indicating the current user
option represented by the second visualization 72 would
result in arrangement of rows by year broken down by
income, spending, and net, and arrangement of columns by
month. To select the current pivot option indicated by the
updated second visualization 72, a user releases, i.e., removes
the fingers 58, 60 from the table 70 when the updated second
visualization 72 is shown.

FIG. 2C illustrates a third example user interface display
screen 80 after a user has further rotated two fingers 58, 60 as
part of the rotate-to-pivot gesture continued in FIG. 2B. In
FIG. 2C, a further updated second visualization 82 is dis-
played in response to continuation of the rotation gesture.

The updated second visualization 82 includes an updated
row indicator 84 and an updated column indicator 86 indicat-
ing the current user option represented by the second visual-
ization 82 would result in arrangement of rows by year broken
down by month, and arrangement of columns by income,
spending, and net. To select the current user option indicated
by the updated second visualization 82, a user releases, i.e.,
removes the fingers 58, 60 from the table 80 when the updated
second visualization 82 is shown.

FIG. 2D illustrates a fourth example user interface display
screen after a user has further rotated two fingers as part of the
rotate-to-pivot gesture continued in FIG. 2C. In FIG. 2D, a
further updated second visualization 92 is displayed in
response to continuation of the rotation gesture.

The further updated second visualization 92 includes an
updated row indicator 94 and an updated column indicator 96
indicating the current user option represented by the second
visualization 92 would result in arrangement of rows by year,
and arrangement of columns by income, spending, and net
broken down by month. To select the current user option
indicated by the further updated second visualization 92, a
user releases, i.e., removes the fingers 58, 60 from the table 90
when the updated second visualization 92 is shown.

Note that while the rotate-to-pivot, i.e., the rotation ges-
ture, being implemented in FIGS. 2A-2D is illustrated as a
counterclockwise rotation, that embodiments are not limited
thereto. For example, the fingers 58, 60 may be moved in a
clockwise rotation, without departing from the scope of the
present teachings.

Furthermore, note that the pivot options represented by the
second visualizations 62, 72, 82, 92 are illustrative and may
include additional, fewer, or different pivot options, without
departing from the scope of the present teachings. For
example, another pivot option may include arranging the
table visualization 70 with rows for income, spending, and
net, and with columns by year, but not broken down by month.

In addition, certain embodiments may eliminate display of
the second visualizations 62,72, 82, 92 and apply pivot opera-
tions directly to the underlying tables 50, 70, 80, 90 as a
rotation gesture is implemented, without departing from the
scope of the present teachings.

FIG. 3A illustrates a fifth example user interface display
screen 100, representing a table visualization 100, after a user
has selected a pivot option of FIG. 2A and during initial
application of a pinch apart gesture to implement drilling
operation (logical zoom) on a time dimension 102 of the table
visualization 100. In the present example embodiment, the
time dimension 102 corresponds to columns by year. Dis-
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played graphs 106 include graphs for income, spending, and
net, with data points taken for each year represented by a
column 102.

A drilling operation applied to a visualization or imple-
mented on data displayed via a visualization, may be any
operation that causes additional data represented by an object
depicted via the visualization to be displayed. For example, if
an object, such as a table row depicting sales by year is drilled
in, the row depicting sales by year may then further illustrate
sales by month for each year. Such a drilling operation is also
called a logical zoom in.

Similarly, a drilling out operation may involve displaying
more generalized data and hiding more specific data pertain-
ing to an object displayed by or represented in the visualiza-
tion. For example, if a visualization illustrates sales by city, a
drilling out operation might illustrate summarized data per-
taining to sales by state. Such an operation is said to imple-
ment a logical zoom-out operation, also simply called a zoom
out operation herein.

For the purposes of the present discussion, a pinch gesture
may involve contacting a touch-sensitive display at two or
more positions, e.g., via two fingers, and moving the positions
closer together or further apart. When a user touches a touch-
sensitive display with two fingers and moves the two fingers
closer together while touching the display with the two fin-
gers, the gesture is called a pinch together gesture or a pinch
close gesture. Similarly, when a user separates two fingers
further apart while touching a display with the two fingers, the
gesture is called a pinch apart gesture or a pinch open gesture.

In the present example embodiment, a user is implement-
ing a pinch apart gesture by contacting the time dimension
102 and moving the fingers 58, 60 further apart. Such a pinch
apart gesture is also called a pinch-open-to-zoom-in gesture
herein. With reference to FIG. 3B, in response to this gesture,
an indicator box 112 may appear. The indicator box 112
represents a user option to select a drill or zoom level for the
selected time dimension 102.

FIG. 3B illustrates a sixth example user interface display
screen 110 after a user has further separated their fingers 58,
60 as part of the pinch apart gesture began in FIG. 3A. The
indicator box 112 illustrates “quarter,” such that if a user
releases the fingers 58, 60 from the visualization 110 when
the indicator box 112 is shown, the time dimension 102 will
be adjusted to show years broken down by quarter.

FIG. 3Cillustrates a seventh example user interface display
screen 110 after a user has further separated their fingers 58,
60 as part of the pinch apart gesture continued in FIG. 3B.
Further separating the fingers 58, 60 results in display of an
updated indicator box 122.

The updated indicator box 122 illustrates “month,” such
that if a user releases the fingers 58, 60 from the visualization
110 when the indicator box 122 is shown, the time dimension
102 will be further adjusted to show years broken down by
month. Upon release of the fingers 58, 60, when the time
dimension 102 is broken down by month, the underlying table
120 may look similar to the table 80 of FIG. 2D.

Note that user options represented by the indicator boxes
112, 122 are merely illustrative and may be augmented or
changed, without departing from the scope of the present
teachings. For example, continued separation of the fingers
58, 60 may result in an additional option to drill down to
week, day, or smaller time interval.

Furthermore, the indicator boxes 112, 122 may be omitted,
and changes may be applied directly to the underlying tables
110, 120 as the user implements a pinch gesture, without
departing from the scope of the present teachings.
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In addition, while a visualization manipulation responsive
to a pinch apart gesture is illustrated herein, other pinching
gestures may be employed to drill in or out on a dimension or
measure. For example, a pinch close, i.e., a pinch together
gesture, may be employed to, for example, adjust a time
dimension that illustrates years broken down by month, so
that it only includes columns illustrating data broken down by
year.

Hence, a pinch open/close gesture may be employed to
zoom in/out on a dimension. The pinch open/close gesture
involves a user placing two fingers 58, 60 on a visualization
edge, such as the time dimension 102, and either spreading
fingers apart or drawing them together to change the level data
is summarized.

Conventionally, pinch open/close gestures might affect a
physical size of a visualization. However, embodiments dis-
cussed herein may provide enhanced functionality by
enabling simultaneous adjustments to both the size of a dis-
played element and adjustments to the amount of data sum-
marized by each element.

FIG. 4A illustrates a ninth example user interface display
screen 130 and a press and drag gesture being applied to a
table visualization 136 to add a dimension thereto. The user
interface display screen 130 includes a pallet 134 with indi-
cations of various dimensions, including a year dimension
138, which may be selected and dragged from the pallet 134
to the visualization 136. For example, a user may employ the
finger 60 to press the year dimension indicator 138 in the
pallet 134 and then drag the finger across the display screen
130 to a desired position in the visualization 136.

When a user has selected the year dimension indicator 138
by pressing and dragging, a resulting year button 132 is illus-
trated. The year button 132 moves along with the finger 60
across the user interface display screen 130 as the user drags
the finger 60 across the user interface display screen 130. In
FIG. 4A, the user is said to be implementing a press and drag
gesture, also simply called a drag gesture, to add a dimension
to the visualization 136.

FIG. 4B illustrates a tenth example user interface display
screen 140 after a user has further dragged a dimension,
represented by the year button 132, into position via the press
and drag gesture began in FIG. 4A.

Positioning the year button 132 in the visualization 136 in
FIG. 4A results in an updated visualization 146 shown in FIG.
4B. The updated visualization 146 then includes a newly
added set of columns broken down by year and representing
an added year dimension 142.

Note that one or more dimensions of the table 146 may be
removed by pressing on a column or row header, i.e., visual-
ization edge, and the employing a drag gesture to drag the
resulting selection off of the user interface display screen 140.

FIG. 5A illustrates an eleventh example user interface dis-
play screen 150, representing a table visualization 150 (i.e.,
table), after a user has begun selecting a region 152 of the
table 150 via a press and drag gesture via the index finger 60.
The table 150 includes rows 154 arranged by income, spend-
ing, and net, and columns 102 arranged by year broken down
by month. Page: 20

FIG. 5B illustrates a twelfth example user interface display
screen representing a table 160, after a user has finished
selecting a region 162 and has implemented a press and hold
gesture to trigger display of a user interface control 164 to
facilitate filtering data in the table 160 based on the selection.

For the purposes of the present discussion, user interface
control, such as the control 164, may be any displayed ele-
ment or component of a user interface display screen, which
is adapted to enable a user to provide input, view data, and/or
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otherwise interact with a user interface. Additional examples
of user interface controls include buttons, drop down menus,
menu items, and so on. Similarly, a user interface control
signal may be any signal that is provided as input for software,
wherein the input affects a user interface display screen and/
or accompanying software application associated with the
software.

After the region 162 is selected, the user presses and holds
the finger 60 on the region 162 until the user interface control
164 is shown. In the present example embodiment, the user
interface control 164 represents a user option to remove data
and any accompanying dimensions pertaining to the selected
region 162 from the table 160. The selected data correspond-
ing to the region 162 is said to be filtered from the table 160.

Hence, the user employs a sequence of gestures, which
may be considered a single combined gesture that involves
sub-gestures. The combined gesture may be called a drag,
press and hold, and tap gesture, where the final tap is applied
to the displayed user interface control 164.

For the purposes of the present discussion, a filtering
operation, such as may be applied to a visualization, such as
the table 160, may be any operation that causes less or more
data to be displayed in accordance with a filtering criterion or
criteria. A filtering criterion or criteria may be any condition
applied to data to determine whether the data fits the criterion
or not. A visualization is said to be filtered if data displayed
thereby or therein is adjusted based on a criterion or criteria.
The criterion or criteria is called a filtering criterion or crite-
ria.

For example, in a visualization that displays data pertain-
ing to population of the United States, a filtering criterion may
specify that only data pertaining to California be displayed. In
the present example embodiment, the filtering criterion is set
by the contents of the selected region 162. Page: 21

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram of an example method 170 adapted
for use with the embodiments of FIGS. 1-4B. The example
method 170 is adapted to facilitating adjusting a displayed
representation of a visualization and includes a first step 172,
which involves employing a touch-sensitive display to
present a user interface display screen depicting a first visu-
alization.

A second step 174 includes providing a first user option to
apply touch input to a region of the user interface display
screen coinciding with a portion of the first visualization to
facilitate affecting an arrangement of data displayed via the
first visualization. The touch input includes a multi-touch
gesture, such as a rotation gesture. A third step 176 includes
displaying a visual indication, via a second visualization, of a
change to be applied to the first visualization as a user per-
forms the rotation gesture, and updating the second visual-
ization as a user continues to perform the rotation gesture.

A fourth step 178 includes implementing a change in the
first visualization upon completion of the rotation gesture,
where the change in the first visualization corresponds to a
change illustrated via the second visualization.

Hence, certain embodiments discussed herein may be
employed as part of a complete semantic of specialized ges-
ture-based analytic manipulations, thereby enabling users to
efficiently manipulate analytic visualizations with minimal
effort.

Conventionally, touch gestures and accompanying meth-
ods were generic, such that the gestures and methods are the
same between analytic and any other application. For
example, conventionally, pinching out might increase the size
of'visualization, which may be meaningless for data analysis.

Although the description has been described with respect
to particular embodiments thereof, these particular embodi-
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ments are merely illustrative, and not restrictive. For example,
while touch gestures are shown being implemented via fin-
gers, embodiments are not limited thereto, for example cer-
tain gestures may be implemented with a stylus or other
device, without departing from the scope of the present teach-
ings.

Furthermore, while the present application is discussed
with respect to systems and methods for employing context-
sensitive gestures to control enterprise web-based analytic
applications via a mobile device with a touch-sensitive dis-
play, embodiments are not limited thereto. For example, use
of certain intuitive gestures and accompanying methods for
determining the context of a user interface display screen to
thereby adjust functionality associated with a touch gesture,
as discussed herein, may be employed in applications other
than web-based applications. Furthermore, certain methods
discussed herein may be extended generally to implementa-
tions for facilitating enabling touch-control inputs for various
analytic software applications, which might employ visual-
ization other than tables as discussed herein.

Any suitable programming language can be used to imple-
ment the routines of particular embodiments including C,
C++, Java, assembly language, etc. Different programming
techniques can be employed such as procedural or object
oriented. The routines can execute on a single processing
device or multiple processors. Although the steps, operations,
or computations may be presented in a specific order, this
order may be changed in different particular embodiments. In
some particular embodiments, multiple steps shown as
sequential in this specification can be performed at the same
time.

Particular embodiments may be implemented in a com-
puter-readable storage medium for use by or in connection
with the instruction execution system, apparatus, system, or
device. Particular embodiments can be implemented in the
form of control logic in software or hardware or a combina-
tion of both. The control logic, when executed by one or more
processors, may be operable to perform that which is
described in particular embodiments.

Particular embodiments may be implemented by using a
programmed general purpose digital computer, by using
application specific integrated circuits, programmable logic
devices, field programmable gate arrays, optical, chemical,
biological, quantum or nanoengineered systems, components
and mechanisms may be used. In general, the functions of
particular embodiments can be achieved by any means as is
known in the art. Distributed, networked systems, compo-
nents, and/or circuits can be used. Communication, or trans-
fer, of data may be wired, wireless, or by any other means.

It will also be appreciated that one or more of the elements
depicted in the drawings/figures can also be implemented in a
more separated or integrated manner, or even removed or
rendered as inoperable in certain cases, as is useful in accor-
dance with a particular application. It is also within the spirit
and scope to implement a program or code that can be stored
in a machine-readable medium to permit a computer to per-
form any of the methods described above.

Asused in the description herein and throughout the claims
that follow, “a”, “an”, and “the” includes plural references
unless the context clearly dictates otherwise. Also, as used in
the description herein and throughout the claims that follow,
the meaning of “in” includes “in”” and “on” unless the context
clearly dictates otherwise.

Thus, while particular embodiments have been described
herein, latitudes of modification, various changes, and sub-
stitutions are intended in the foregoing disclosures, and it will
be appreciated that in some instances some features of par-
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ticular embodiments will be employed without a correspond-
ing use of other features without departing from the scope and
spirit as set forth. Therefore, many modifications may be
made to adapt a particular situation or material to the essential
scope and spirit.

I claim:

1. A method for adjusting a visualization displayed on a
display screen in a computer system, the method comprising:

employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a

user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;

receiving a signal from a user input device in response to a

first user option to apply touch input from a multi-touch

gesture to an area of the touch-sensitive display coincid-

ing with a portion of the first visualization to apply an

operation to the first visualization,

wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the

first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;

in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch

gesture, generating a first visualization edge of the first
visualization with respect to the first rotational position
of the multi-touch gesture;

monitoring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;

while maintaining a display of'the first visualization on the

user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated based on the monitored
rotational positions with respect to the first visualization
edge,
wherein the first visualization edge and the one or more
different visualization edges are defined by column or
row headers; and

implementing a change in the first visualization upon

completion of the multi-touch gesture, where the change
in the first visualization corresponds to a change illus-
trated via the second visualization, and wherein comple-
tion of the multi-touch gesture comprises lifting off con-
tact from the touch sensitive display.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the multi-touch gesture
includes a rotation gesture.

3. The method of claim 2, further including displaying a
visual indication, via the second visualization, of a change to
be applied to the first visualization as a user performs the
rotation gesture, and updating the second visualization as a
user continues to perform the rotation gesture.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second visualization
provides one or more options for changing an arrangement of
columns or rows of the first visualization.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the change represents a
pivot operation applied to the table upon completion of the
rotation gesture.

6. The method of claim 1, further including providing a
second user option to apply a second touch input to a second
region area of the user interface display screen coinciding
with a second portion of the first visualization, wherein the
second touch input includes a pinch gesture.
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7. The method of claim 6, further including implementing
a drilling operation on data represented via the first visual-
ization in response to the pinch gesture.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the pinch gesture
includes a pinch together gesture.

9. The method of claim 6, further including implementing
a logical zoom out of data represented via the first visualiza-
tion in response to the pinch gesture.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the pinch gesture
includes a pinch apart gesture effective to cause a logical
zoom in operation being applied to the first visualization.

11. The method of claim 1, further including providing a
second user option to apply a second touch input to a second
area of the user interface display screen coinciding with a
second portion of the first visualization, wherein the second
touch input includes a first sequence of gestures effective to
facilitate implementing a filtering operation to filter data dis-
played via the first visualization.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the method further
includes detecting the first sequence of gestures, which
includes a press and drag gesture for causing selection of the
second portion of the first visualization; detecting a press and
hold gesture applied to the selected second portion of the first
visualization, resulting in display of auser interface control in
response thereto; and detecting a tap gesture applied to the
user interface control after detection of the press and hold
gesture, and providing a third user option for filtering the first
visualization in response to the tap gesture based on the user
interface control selected via the tap gesture.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein filtering the first
visualization includes removing portions of the first visual-
ization that were not selected via the press and drag gesture.

14. The method of claim 11, wherein the second touch
input includes a press and drag gesture applied to a visualiza-
tion to alter a dimension or measure displayed via the first
visualization.

15. The method of claim 14, further including providing a
fourth user option to add a dimension to the first visualization
by selecting a dimension from a list by pressing on a repre-
sentation of the dimension and employing a press and drag
gesture to move the dimension into a position on the first
visualization.

16. The method of claim 15, further including providing a
fifth user option to remove a dimension from a visualization
by selecting a visual representation ofa dimension in or on the
first visualization by a press gesture followed by a drag ges-
ture, where the drag gesture terminates at a region of the user
interface display screen that is off of the displayed visualiza-
tion.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the touch input
includes a collection of different touch inputs that are mapped
to one or more manipulations applicable to a visualization.

18. A mobile apparatus comprising:

a digital processor coupled to a display and to a processor-
readable storage device, wherein the processor-readable
storage device includes one or more instructions execut-
able by the digital processor to perform the following
acts:

employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a
user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;

receiving a signal from a user input device to apply touch
input from a multi-touch gesture to an area of the touch-
sensitive display coinciding with a portion of the first
visualization to apply an operation to the first visualiza-
tion,
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wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the

first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;

in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch

gesture, generating a first visualization edge of the first
visualization with respect to the first rotational-position
of the multi-touch gesture;

monitoring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;

and

while maintaining a display of'the first visualization on the

user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated with respect to the first
visualization edge, wherein the first visualization edge
and the one or more different visualization edges are
defined by column or row headers; and

implementing a change in the first visualization upon

completion of the multi-touch gesture, where the change
in the first visualization corresponds to a change illus-
trated via the second visualization, and wherein comple-
tion of the multi-touch gesture comprises lifting off con-
tact from the touch sensitive display.

19. A processor-readable non-transitory storage device
including instructions executable by a digital processor, the
processor-readable storage device including one or more
instructions for:

employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a

user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;

receiving a signal from a user input device to apply touch

input from a multi-touch gesture to an area of the touch-

sensitive display coinciding with a portion of the first

visualization to apply an operation to the first visualiza-

tion,

wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the

first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;
in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch
gesture, generating a first visualization edge mapping
changes to of the first visualization with respect to the
first rotational position of the multi-touch gesture;

monitoring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;
and

while maintaining a display of'the first visualization on the

user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated based on the monitored
rotational positions with respect to the first visualization
edge,
wherein the first visualization edge and the one or more
different visualization edges are defined by column or
row headers and
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implementing a change in the first visualization upon
completion of the multi-touch gesture, where the change
in the first visualization corresponds to a change illus-
trated via the second visualization, and wherein comple-
tion of the multi-touch gesture comprises lifting off con-
tact from the touch sensitive display.

20. A method for adjusting a visualization displayed on a

display screen in a computer system, the method comprising:
employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a
user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;
providing a first user option to apply touch input from a
multi-touch gesture to an area of the user interface dis-
play screen coinciding with a portion of the first visual-
ization to apply an operation to the first visualization,
wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the
first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;

in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch
gesture, generating a first visualization edge mapping
changes to of the first visualization with respect to the
first rotational position of the multi-touch gesture;

monitoring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;

while maintaining a display of the first visualization on the
user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated with respect to the first
visualization edge,
wherein the first visualization edge and the one or more
visualization edges are defined by column or row
headers;

determining a mapped rotational position of the multi-
touch gesture at a release point of the touch input from
the area of the user interface display screen; and

applying the operation to the data arrangement of the first
visualization where the change in the first visualization
corresponds to a change illustrated via the second visu-
alization at the release point.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the operation further
comprises a drilling operation that includes a drilling out
operation.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the multi-touch ges-
ture includes a pinch close gesture.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the portion of the first
visualization includes a table column header.

24. The method of claim 20, wherein the operation further
comprises a drilling operation that includes a drilling in
operation.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the multi-touch ges-
ture includes a pinch open gesture.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein the portion of the
visualization includes a table column header.

27. A mobile apparatus comprising:

a digital processor coupled to a display and to a processor-
readable storage device, wherein the processor-readable
storage device includes one or more instructions execut-
able by the digital processor to perform the following
acts:
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employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a
user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;
providing a first user option to apply touch input from a
multi-touch gesture to an area of the user interface dis-
play screen coinciding with a portion of the first visual-
ization to apply an operation to the first visualization,
wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the
first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;

in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch
gesture, generating a first visualization edge mapping
changes to of the first visualization with respect to the
first rotational position of the multi-touch gesture; moni-
toring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;

while maintaining a display of'the first visualization on the
user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated with respect to the first
visualization edge,
wherein the first visualization edge and the one or more

visualization edges are defined by column or row
headers;

determining a mapped rotational position of the multi-
touch gesture at a release point of the touch input from
the area of the user interface display screen; and

applying the operation to the first visualization where the
change in the first visualization corresponds to a change
illustrated via the second visualization at the release
point.

28. A processor-readable non-transitory storage device
including instructions executable by a digital processor, the
processor-readable storage device including one or more
instructions for:
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employing a mobile touch-sensitive display to present a
user interface display screen depicting a first visualiza-
tion of a data arrangement, wherein the data arrange-
ment includes a table;
providing a first user option to apply touch input from a
multi-touch gesture to an area of the user interface dis-
play screen coinciding with a portion of the first visual-
ization to apply an operation to the first visualization,
wherein the multi-touch gesture comprises contacting
the touch-sensitive display simultaneously at differ-
ent positions on the display and

wherein the operation comprises one from a filtering
operation, a pivoting operation, a drilling operation,
and a logical zoom operation;

in response to the touch input, displaying a preview of the
first visualization in a second visualization displayed
over the first visualization;

in response to a first rotational position of the multi-touch
gesture, generating a first visualization edge mapping
changes to of the first visualization with respect to the
first rotational position of the multi-touch gesture;

monitoring rotational positions of the multi-touch gesture;

while maintaining a display of the first visualization on the
user interface display screen, displaying in the preview
the changes to be applied to the first visualization by
displaying one or more different visualization edges in
the preview that are generated with respect to the first
visualization edge,
wherein the first visualizations edge and the one or more
visualization edges are defined by column or row
headers;

determining a mapped rotational position of the multi-
touch gesture at a release point of the touch input from
the area of the user interface display screen; and

applying the operation to the first visualization where the
change in the first visualization corresponds to a change
illustrated via the second visualization at the release
point.



